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70. (New) A method of encoding a source image, the method comprising: 
generating a base layer representing a low-resolution portion of the source 

image, wherein the base layer has an associated aspect ratio; and 

generating an enhancement layer representing a high-resolution portion of 
the source image, wherein the enhancement layer has an associated aspect ratio, 
wherein the aspect ratio associated with the enhancement layer differs from the 
aspect ratio associated with the base layer, and wherein both the base layer and flie 
enhancement layer are used to generate a high-resolution image. 

71. (New) A method as recited in claim 70 wherein the aspect ratio 
associated with the base layer corresponds to an aspect ratio associated with low- 
resolution televisions. 

72. (New) A method as recited in claim 70 wherein the aspect ratio 
associated with the enhancement layer corresponds to an aspect ratio associated 
with high-resolution televisions. 
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73. (New) A method comprising: " 

decoding a first layer representing a low-resolution portion of an encoded 

image, wherein the jSist layer has an associated first aspect ratio; 

decoding a second layer representing a high-resolution portion of the 
encoded image, wherein the second layer has an associated second aspect ratio, 
and wherein the second aspect ratio differs from the first aspect ratio; and 

combining the second layer and the first layer to generate high-resolution 
image data. 

74. (New) A method as recited in claim 73 further comprising 
communicating the first layer to a low-resolution television. 

75. (New) A method as recited in claim 73 further comprising 
communicating the high-resolution image data to a high*resolution television. 

76. (New) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein both the base layer and 
the enhancement layer are used to generate a high-resolution image. 

77. (New) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the enhancement layer 
contains only the high-resohition portion of the source image. 

78. (New) A method as recited in claim 21 wherein both the first layer and 
the second layer are used to generate high-resolution image data. 
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79. (New) A method as recited in claim 21 wherein the second layer 
contains only high-resolution image data, 

80. (New) A method as recited in claim 36 wherein both the base layer 
and the enhancement layer are used to generate high-resolution image data. 

81. (New) A method as recited in claim 50 wherein both the base layer 
and the enhancement layer are used to generate high-resolution image data. 
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